
This was exactly the setup
Ron Robinson had been look-
ing for.

The Northeast High School
teacher had just retraced the
familiar grounds of KCP&L’s
massive Hawthorn plant,
where he had worked part of
his eight weeks on a summer
externship.

Only this time he had
returned with a couple dozen
of his students from
Northeast’s engineering and
technology small learning
community. They’d wan-
dered out in biting winds
beneath the plant’s towering
stacks and turbines, and clus-
tered in its control room,
ogling the banks of 30 moni-
tors, the control panels, the
dire-looking red cutoff
switches.

They’d heard recent high
school graduates talk about
job opportunities, the
chances for continuing col-

lege education, the promise
of a career. KCP&L employee
Krishaun Smalls, a district
graduate, had asked the
group: “If you could get $20
an hour right now, would you
take it?”

Right about the moment
the students were all nodding
and saying something along
the lines of, “Well, yeah,”
Robinson dropped his kicker.

Beginning this month, the
school’s engineering curricu-
lum will incorporate KCP&L’s
entrance exam.

Robinson was one of 10
area teachers who spent part
of their summer earning $20
an hour to work with busi-
nesses that joined with
YouthFriends and the Ewing
Marion Kauffman
Foundation in a program
called UpLink.

Among other partnerships,
KU Medical Center matched
with Raytown South High
School, and American
Century joined with Oak Park
High School in the North
Kansas City School District.

Next summer, UpLink is
shooting for 50 externships,
said YouthFriend’s Laura
Norris, with businesses large
or small, old or new.

The externship project,
TeacherTech, is one of three

prongs in the UpLink initia-
tive launched with a $5.4 mil-
lion Kauffman grant to spur
school and business collabo-
rations that strengthen the
region’s math, engineering
and technology culture.

“This isn’t job-shadowing
or make-work,” Norris said.
The businesses that have cre-
ated the summer jobs for
teachers “are getting top con-
sultants for $20 an hour.”

In several cases, businesses
hired teachers to help them
improve their efforts to make
more students and teachers
aware of their workforce
needs -- enlightening stu-
dents about careers and the
education they need.

Teachers see firsthand how
business and industry apply
math and engineering skills
that can seem so esoteric to
students. They inject curricu-
lum with new relevance.
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UpLink matches school, business
UpLink matches school,
business; Partnerships
include externships for
area high school teach-
ers, adding real-life rele-
vance in math, science
and technology curricu-
lums.

By JOE ROBERTSON
The Kansas City Star
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Sunday’s winning num-
bers:

Missouri Pick 3 
Midday: 4-1-5
Evening: 8-6-1

Missouri Pick 4
Midday: 1-5-6-6
Evening: 1-7-1-2

Missouri Show Me 5
Midday: 12-16-23-25-29.
No jackpot winner.
Evening: 1-4-19-32-38. No
jackpot winner.

Kansas Pick 3: 9-3-3
Saturday’s winning num-
bers:

Missouri Pick 3
Midday: 3-5-1
Evening: 3-4-8

Missouri Pick 4
Midday: 5-3-2-2
Evening: 5-6-8-5

Missouri Show Me 5
Midday: 17-30-32-38-41
Evening: 23-26-34-40-42

Missouri Lotto: 1-4-9-
10-16-39. No winner of
estimated $2 million
jackpot.

Kansas 2by2: Red, 1-19;
white, 7-12

Kansas Pick 3: 6-5-8
Super Kansas Cash:

3-5-6-18-22, super cash-
ball 1. No winner of esti-
mated $430,000 jackpot.

Kansas Hot Lotto:
14-20-23-32-38, hot ball
12, for an estimated $5
million jackpot.

Powerball: 14-16-25-
26-44, powerball 30. No
winner of estimated
$43.8 million jackpot.
Powerplay 3.

Please confirm numbers
with state lottery officials.

LOTTERIES

ON THE AIR
Steve Kraske, The Kan-
sas City Star’s political
correspondent, is host
of “Up to Date” from 11
a.m. to noon weekdays
on 89.3 FM, KCUR.
Today: Kansas City
Council members Ed
Ford, Beth Gottstein
and Terry Riley discuss
smoking bans, light
rail, infrastructure, city
development and more
in a roundtable con-
versation.

UPCOMING

For delivery questions call: 1-877-962-STAR

Today’s problem
Shirley Miller of Overland

Park wonders about lefts turns
at 123rd Street and Antioch
Road.

Why, she says, do southbound
drivers on Antioch see a “Left
Turn, Yield on Green” sign,
when northbound drivers do
not?

She notes that the northbound
turn arrow isn’t on very long. 

The answer
As President Bush would say,

Shirley, it’s hard, but somebody
has to be the decider. And Over-
land Park has decided it doesn’t
want northbound drivers turn-
ing left on a solid green light.

City Traffic Engineer Brian
Shields says safety is the big rea-

son. To move traffic most effi-
ciently, the city gives south-
bound drivers their green turn
arrow at the end of the green-
light phase, while southbound
traffic continues to flow in the
through lanes. Northbound
drivers, meanwhile, see a left-
turn arrow at the start of the

green light cycle.
The city prohibits left turns

on the solid green after that be-
cause northbound drivers could
mistakenly think, once their
green light turns yellow, that on-
coming traffic will stop. They
would pull into the intersection,
poised for traffic to clear and get
smacked — or get stuck in no-
man’s land on red.

Shields calls this a “left-turn
trap.” (Bush might call it voting
for a Democrat.)

The Watchdog says he’s so
sick of petty politics. That’s why,
this year, he’s voting for the Poo-
dle Party.
Write in care of The Watchdog,
The Kansas City Star, News-
room, 1729 Grand Blvd., Kansas
City, MO 64108. Or send e-mail
to watchdog@kcstar.com. 

Turn arrows can drive you crazy
THE WATCHDOG
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TOPEKA | Senators have ap-
proved a bill to help replace
housing lost last year to Mother
Nature, but urban lawmakers
were upset that the aid would
eventually go to all rural coun-
ties.

During the first three years,
the $4 million in annual state
aid could go only to Kiowa
County, where a tornado in
May destroyed Greensburg,
and to counties in southeast
Kansas damaged by summer
flooding. 

Senate Majority Leader De-
rek Schmidt, an Independence
Republican, said helping these
communities replace lost hous-
ing was vital to their future eco-
nomic prosperity.

“We lost a lot of homes in the
winds of western Kansas and
the waters of southeast Kan-
sas,” Schmidt told the Senate.

Schmidt went on to say that
building affordable housing in
small rural communities was a
problem in other parts of the
state as well, which was why
the authors extended the $4
million to all rural counties af-
ter three years.

But Sen. Chris Steineger, a
Democrat from Kansas City,
Kan., argued that the provision
could be used by rural counties
for any purpose and would be
used to finance public works
projects unrelated to housing.

Other urban senators called
the provision another example
of rural welfare financed largely
by taxes from urban areas.

“There is no limit on what
the state will be paying for,”
Steineger said.

Responding to his comment,
Sen. Janis Lee, a Kensington
Democrat, said, “Senator Stei-
neger has a vivid imagination.”

Steineger offered an amend-
ment that would end the pro-

gram in 2015. Although it drew
strong opposition from rural
lawmakers, his amendment was
adopted 19-15.

Despite the controversy, the
bill passed 35-5. It now moves to
the House for consideration.

Coal debate heats up
Typically, Gov. Kathleen Se-

belius declines to weigh in on
legislation until it reaches her
desk. But her reaction last week
to a bill aimed at expanding a
western Kansas coal plant
came as close to a veto promise
as any she’s made.

Sebelius wasn’t coy when she
said the bill, which supporters
call a compromise, would be a
step backward for Kansas. The
parts of the bill meant to en-
courage a reduction in green-
house gas emissions, she said,
are so weak compared to other
states that it could lead to re-
jected plants elsewhere coming
to Kansas. That could make
Kansas the “coal capitol” of the
country, she said.

In a statement, Sebelius said
the “very troubling compo-
nents of this bill (would) put
Kansans at risk, and would put
our state at odds with the rest
of the country… I cannot sup-
port these components.”

The governor’s strong oppo-
sition signals the coal plant
fight may just be getting
started. Sunflower Electric
Power Corp. had asked the state
for permission to expand its
Holcomb plant, but the state’s
top regulator, appointed by Se-
belius, rejected the plans be-
cause of the project’s estimated
emissions of 11 million tons of
carbon dioxide.

Lawmakers vowed to get the
plant built anyway, and intro-
duced legislation last week to
take away the discretion the
regulator used, give Sunflower
another chance and put restric-
tions on carbon emissions.
Those restrictions, however,
were immediately criticized by
environmental groups, and lat-
er by Sebelius, as being so weak
they’d actually encourage more

coal plants.
Now, faced with strong oppo-

sition from Sebelius, lawmakers
who support Sunflower will
likely count noses in the Legis-
lature to see whether they have
the necessary two-thirds major-
ity needed to override a veto.

That’s bound to put pressure
on two groups. Many Demo-
crats support the Sunflower
bill, but will be torn by their al-
legiance to Sebelius. And John-
son County lawmakers ac-
knowledge that the bill puts
them in a difficult spot.

Rep. Ronnie Metsker, an
Overland Park Republican, said
he’s heard from many constitu-
ents who oppose the plant. But
he understands the concerns of
the business lobby, too, which
supports the plant. Like other
Republicans, Metsker is going
to get pressure from his party
leadership to support the bill to
allow the plant.

“We’re really going to have to
do our research on this one,” he
said.

Welcome tax break
Own a boat, moped, canoe,

kayak, all-terrain vehicle or golf
cart purchased for less than
$1,500?

That’s personal property and
taxable under Kansas law.

Well, Johnson County Ap-
praiser Paul Welcome is tired of
sending out appraisal notices
that amount to an annual tax of
$2 to $5 on these items.

The cost to process this prop-
erty through the county tax sys-
tem is more than the revenue
received, he said. Welcome is
asking the Legislature to ex-
empt this property from taxa-
tion.

The Senate Assessment and
Taxation Committee agreed.
The panel voted to recommend
Welcome’s bill, SB 444, for pas-
sage by the full Senate.
To reach Jim Sullinger or David
Klepper, call 785-354-1388 or
send e-mail to 
jsullinger@kcstar.com or 
dklepper@kcstar.com.

CAPITOL NOTEBOOK

Rural-urban tension flares 
Housing aid proposal
sparks spirited debate
and a big amendment 
in Kansas Senate. 

By JIM SULLINGER 
and DAVID KLEPPER
The Kansas City Star

THIS ART’S OVER YOUR HEAD

SUSAN PFANNMULLER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR

Inside and out of the rain, Deborah Moreno of Kansas City put her artistic touch on
umbrellas Sunday while working at her caricature booth at Union Station.

They’d heard recent high
school graduates talk about job
opportunities, the chances for
continuing college education,
the promise of a career.
KCP&L employee Krishaun
Smalls, a district graduate, had
asked the group: “If you could
get $20 an hour right now,
would you take it?”

Right about the moment the
students were all nodding and
saying something along the
lines of, “Well, yeah,” Robin-
son dropped his kicker.

Beginning this month, the
school’s engineering curricu-
lum will incorporate KCP&L’s
entrance exam.

Robinson was one of 10 area
teachers who spent part of
their summer earning $20 an
hour to work with businesses
that joined with YouthFriends
and the Ewing Marion Kauff-
man Foundation in a program
called UpLink.

Among other partnerships,
KU Medical Center matched
with Raytown South High
School, and American Century
joined with Oak Park High
School in the North Kansas
City School District.

Next summer, UpLink is
shooting for 50 externships,
said YouthFriend’s Laura Nor-
ris, with businesses large or
small, old or new.

The externship project, Tea-
cherTech, is one of three
prongs in the UpLink initiative
launched with a $5.4 million
Kauffman grant to spur school
and business collaborations
that strengthen the region’s
math, engineering and technol-
ogy culture.

“This isn’t job-shadowing or
make-work,” Norris said. The
businesses that have created
the summer jobs for teachers
“are getting top consultants for
$20 an hour.”

In several cases, businesses
hired teachers to help them im-
prove their efforts to make
more students and teachers
aware of their workforce needs
— enlightening students about
careers and the education they
need.

Teachers see firsthand how
business and industry apply
math and engineering skills

that can seem so esoteric to
students. They inject curricu-
lum with new relevance.

“So much math comes into
play,” Robinson said, recalling
experiences such as practicing
draining tanks in a simulator at
KCP&L.

The continuing relationships
with businesses also lead to
more opportunities for men-
tors in classrooms and stu-
dents in workplaces, said Jack
Bitzenburg, the Kansas City
School District’s director of ca-
reer and technical education.

“They bring algebra alive in
this power plant,” he said.
“Physics and math — it all
comes together.”

For businesses, these are the
kinds of things teachers can
bring to the table:

Raytown South science
teacher Jen Dolson incorpo-
rated spaghetti noodles and
rubber bands into KU Medical
Center’s educational unit on
orthopedics. The odd assort-
ment would help students un-
derstand the strength and elas-
ticity at the stress points of
muscles, tendons and bones.

“For her to come up with that
was great,” said Ile Haggins,
the KU Med director trying to
improve the center’s Mini
Medical School education pro-
gram.

In these and other units, Dol-
son was able to bring ideas for

reaching students that were in
tune with the needs and lim-
ited resources of teachers,
Haggins said.

“It’s really a great marriage,”
she said.

In addition to orthopedics,
Dolson also worked with ex-
perts in brain function, ears
and hearing, diabetes and nu-
trition, and immunology and
vaccination — giving her great-
er insight to the opportunities
ahead of her biology and genet-
ics students.

“I have students all the time
who want to do something in a
medical field, but all they knew
was doctor or nurse,” Dolson
said.

American Century, in spicing
up its financial education pro-
grams for schools, knew it
wanted Oak Park teacher An-
gela Beshears to provide some
“competitive analysis,” said
Scott Oberkrom, an invest-
ments consultant for American
Century.

But Beshears also helped the
company understand the lan-
guage and point of view of to-
day’s teens.

The company’s team was
talking about its message of
long-term investing, Oberkrom
said, and the teacher clarified
their task, noting, “The prom is
long-term for them.”

Breshears, a math and alge-
bra teacher, has refortified her
lesson plans with interest for-
mulas and investment con-
cepts and other real-life uses
for math.

“I was interested in the con-
nections,” she said. “I can tell
them (her students) this is
what’s going on in the real
world.”
To reach Joe Robertson, call
816-234-4789 or send e-mail to
jrobertson@kcstar.com.

UPLINK: Partnerships
add real life to classrooms

“They bring algebra
alive in this power
plant. Physics and math
— it all comes together.”

JACK BITZENBURG, THE KC
SCHOOL DISTRICT’S DIRECTOR

OF CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION

THE DETAILS
� UpLink, a joint effort by
YouthFriends and the
Ewing Marion Kauffman
Foundation, aims to help
schools and businesses
collaborate on
education. To learn
more, go to
www.yf-uplink.org.

FROM B1

“This isn’t job-shad-
owing or make-work.”
The businesses that
have created the sum-
mer jobs for teachers
“are getting top consult-
ants for $20 an hour.”

LAURA NORRIS, OF YOUTH-
FRIENDS, CO-SPONSOR OF THE

UPLINK PROGRAM

home. 
Families of the victims and of

Guerrero were cooperating
with the investigation, Golubski
said. He said Guerrero’s family
told police they had not been
able to contact him since Satur-
day night.

Golubski said the FBI was in-
volved with the nationwide
search for Guerrero on Sunday
evening.

The dead woman’s vehicle, a
silver 2004 Saturn, was found
unoccupied a short distance
away, Golubski said. 

Guerrero is thought to be
driving a silver 2004 Nissan
pickup with Kansas tag 503
AEA. 

The Kansas City, Kan., Major
Case Unit urged anyone with
information to call the TIPS
Hotline at 816-474-TIPS (474-
8477).

Golubski said police thought

the infant’s father was in the
military and that officials were
attempting to contact him Sun-
day.

Neighbors say the woman
worked at a library and had
lived in the home for two years.

Barbara Smith, who lives a
few houses from the crime
scene, said she had seen the vic-
tim walking occasionally but
did not know her.

Smith, who has lived on 10th
Terrace more than 50 years,
said the cul-de-sac was nor-
mally very peaceful, with noth-
ing worse than the occasional
theft of a bicycle or yard orna-
ment.

“This is so shocking,” Smith
said. “This is a fairly crime-free
neighborhood, and I’ve always
prided myself on that.”
The Associated Press contrib-
uted to this report.
To reach Sara Shepherd, call
816-234-4366 or send e-mail to
sshepherd@kcstar.com.

MURDER: Missing
man thought to be 
key to investigation
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“So much math comes into
play,” Robinson said, recall-
ing experiences such as prac-
ticing draining tanks in a
simulator at KCP&L.

The continuing relation-
ships with businesses also
lead to more opportunities
for mentors in classrooms
and students in workplaces,
said Jack Bitzenburg, the
Kansas City School District’s
director of career and techni-
cal education.

“They bring algebra alive in
this power plant,” he said.
“Physics and math -- it all
comes together.”

For businesses, these are
the kinds of things teachers
can bring to the table:

Raytown South science
teacher Jen Dolson incorpo-
rated spaghetti noodles and
rubber bands into KU
Medical Center’s educational
unit on orthopedics. The odd
assortment would help stu-
dents understand the
strength and elasticity at the
stress points of muscles, ten-
dons and bones.

“For her to come up with
that was great,” said Ile
Haggins, the KU Med director
trying to improve the center’s
Mini Medical School educa-
tion program.

In these and other units,
Dolson was able to bring
ideas for reaching students
that were in tune with the
needs and limited resources
of teachers, Haggins said.

“It’s really a great marriage,”
she said.

In addition to orthopedics,
Dolson also worked with
experts in brain function,
ears and hearing, diabetes
and nutrition, and immunol-
ogy and vaccination -- giving
her greater insight to the
opportunities ahead of her
biology and genetics stu-
dents.

“I have students all the time
who want to do something in
a medical field, but all they
knew was doctor or nurse,”
Dolson said.

American Century, in spic-
ing up its financial education
programs for schools, knew it
wanted Oak Park teacher
Angela Beshears to provide
some “competitive analysis,”

said Scott Oberkrom, an
investments consultant for
American Century.

But Beshears also helped
the company understand the
language and point of view of
today’s teens.

The company’s team was
talking about its message of
long-term investing,
Oberkrom said, and the
teacher clarified their task,
noting, “The prom is long-
term for them.”

Breshears, a math and alge-
bra teacher, has refortified
her lesson plans with interest
formulas and investment
concepts and other real-life
uses for math.

“I was interested in the
connections,” she said. “I can
tell them (her students) this is
what’s going on in the real
world.”

©© CCooppyyrriigghhtt 22000088 TThhee KKaannssaass CCiittyy SSttaarr.. AAllll rriigghhttss rreesseerrvveedd.. FFoorrmmaatt ddiiffffeerrss ffrroomm oorriiggiinnaall ppuubblliiccaattiioonn.. NNoott aann eennddoorrsseemmeenntt..

UPLINK: Partnerships add real life to classrooms
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Sunday’s winning num-
bers:

Missouri Pick 3 
Midday: 4-1-5
Evening: 8-6-1

Missouri Pick 4
Midday: 1-5-6-6
Evening: 1-7-1-2

Missouri Show Me 5
Midday: 12-16-23-25-29.
No jackpot winner.
Evening: 1-4-19-32-38. No
jackpot winner.

Kansas Pick 3: 9-3-3
Saturday’s winning num-
bers:

Missouri Pick 3
Midday: 3-5-1
Evening: 3-4-8

Missouri Pick 4
Midday: 5-3-2-2
Evening: 5-6-8-5

Missouri Show Me 5
Midday: 17-30-32-38-41
Evening: 23-26-34-40-42

Missouri Lotto: 1-4-9-
10-16-39. No winner of
estimated $2 million
jackpot.

Kansas 2by2: Red, 1-19;
white, 7-12

Kansas Pick 3: 6-5-8
Super Kansas Cash:

3-5-6-18-22, super cash-
ball 1. No winner of esti-
mated $430,000 jackpot.

Kansas Hot Lotto:
14-20-23-32-38, hot ball
12, for an estimated $5
million jackpot.

Powerball: 14-16-25-
26-44, powerball 30. No
winner of estimated
$43.8 million jackpot.
Powerplay 3.

Please confirm numbers
with state lottery officials.

LOTTERIES

ON THE AIR
Steve Kraske, The Kan-
sas City Star’s political
correspondent, is host
of “Up to Date” from 11
a.m. to noon weekdays
on 89.3 FM, KCUR.
Today: Kansas City
Council members Ed
Ford, Beth Gottstein
and Terry Riley discuss
smoking bans, light
rail, infrastructure, city
development and more
in a roundtable con-
versation.

UPCOMING

For delivery questions call: 1-877-962-STAR

Today’s problem
Shirley Miller of Overland

Park wonders about lefts turns
at 123rd Street and Antioch
Road.

Why, she says, do southbound
drivers on Antioch see a “Left
Turn, Yield on Green” sign,
when northbound drivers do
not?

She notes that the northbound
turn arrow isn’t on very long. 

The answer
As President Bush would say,

Shirley, it’s hard, but somebody
has to be the decider. And Over-
land Park has decided it doesn’t
want northbound drivers turn-
ing left on a solid green light.

City Traffic Engineer Brian
Shields says safety is the big rea-

son. To move traffic most effi-
ciently, the city gives south-
bound drivers their green turn
arrow at the end of the green-
light phase, while southbound
traffic continues to flow in the
through lanes. Northbound
drivers, meanwhile, see a left-
turn arrow at the start of the

green light cycle.
The city prohibits left turns

on the solid green after that be-
cause northbound drivers could
mistakenly think, once their
green light turns yellow, that on-
coming traffic will stop. They
would pull into the intersection,
poised for traffic to clear and get
smacked — or get stuck in no-
man’s land on red.

Shields calls this a “left-turn
trap.” (Bush might call it voting
for a Democrat.)

The Watchdog says he’s so
sick of petty politics. That’s why,
this year, he’s voting for the Poo-
dle Party.
Write in care of The Watchdog,
The Kansas City Star, News-
room, 1729 Grand Blvd., Kansas
City, MO 64108. Or send e-mail
to watchdog@kcstar.com. 

Turn arrows can drive you crazy
THE WATCHDOG
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TOPEKA | Senators have ap-
proved a bill to help replace
housing lost last year to Mother
Nature, but urban lawmakers
were upset that the aid would
eventually go to all rural coun-
ties.

During the first three years,
the $4 million in annual state
aid could go only to Kiowa
County, where a tornado in
May destroyed Greensburg,
and to counties in southeast
Kansas damaged by summer
flooding. 

Senate Majority Leader De-
rek Schmidt, an Independence
Republican, said helping these
communities replace lost hous-
ing was vital to their future eco-
nomic prosperity.

“We lost a lot of homes in the
winds of western Kansas and
the waters of southeast Kan-
sas,” Schmidt told the Senate.

Schmidt went on to say that
building affordable housing in
small rural communities was a
problem in other parts of the
state as well, which was why
the authors extended the $4
million to all rural counties af-
ter three years.

But Sen. Chris Steineger, a
Democrat from Kansas City,
Kan., argued that the provision
could be used by rural counties
for any purpose and would be
used to finance public works
projects unrelated to housing.

Other urban senators called
the provision another example
of rural welfare financed largely
by taxes from urban areas.

“There is no limit on what
the state will be paying for,”
Steineger said.

Responding to his comment,
Sen. Janis Lee, a Kensington
Democrat, said, “Senator Stei-
neger has a vivid imagination.”

Steineger offered an amend-
ment that would end the pro-

gram in 2015. Although it drew
strong opposition from rural
lawmakers, his amendment was
adopted 19-15.

Despite the controversy, the
bill passed 35-5. It now moves to
the House for consideration.

Coal debate heats up
Typically, Gov. Kathleen Se-

belius declines to weigh in on
legislation until it reaches her
desk. But her reaction last week
to a bill aimed at expanding a
western Kansas coal plant
came as close to a veto promise
as any she’s made.

Sebelius wasn’t coy when she
said the bill, which supporters
call a compromise, would be a
step backward for Kansas. The
parts of the bill meant to en-
courage a reduction in green-
house gas emissions, she said,
are so weak compared to other
states that it could lead to re-
jected plants elsewhere coming
to Kansas. That could make
Kansas the “coal capitol” of the
country, she said.

In a statement, Sebelius said
the “very troubling compo-
nents of this bill (would) put
Kansans at risk, and would put
our state at odds with the rest
of the country… I cannot sup-
port these components.”

The governor’s strong oppo-
sition signals the coal plant
fight may just be getting
started. Sunflower Electric
Power Corp. had asked the state
for permission to expand its
Holcomb plant, but the state’s
top regulator, appointed by Se-
belius, rejected the plans be-
cause of the project’s estimated
emissions of 11 million tons of
carbon dioxide.

Lawmakers vowed to get the
plant built anyway, and intro-
duced legislation last week to
take away the discretion the
regulator used, give Sunflower
another chance and put restric-
tions on carbon emissions.
Those restrictions, however,
were immediately criticized by
environmental groups, and lat-
er by Sebelius, as being so weak
they’d actually encourage more

coal plants.
Now, faced with strong oppo-

sition from Sebelius, lawmakers
who support Sunflower will
likely count noses in the Legis-
lature to see whether they have
the necessary two-thirds major-
ity needed to override a veto.

That’s bound to put pressure
on two groups. Many Demo-
crats support the Sunflower
bill, but will be torn by their al-
legiance to Sebelius. And John-
son County lawmakers ac-
knowledge that the bill puts
them in a difficult spot.

Rep. Ronnie Metsker, an
Overland Park Republican, said
he’s heard from many constitu-
ents who oppose the plant. But
he understands the concerns of
the business lobby, too, which
supports the plant. Like other
Republicans, Metsker is going
to get pressure from his party
leadership to support the bill to
allow the plant.

“We’re really going to have to
do our research on this one,” he
said.

Welcome tax break
Own a boat, moped, canoe,

kayak, all-terrain vehicle or golf
cart purchased for less than
$1,500?

That’s personal property and
taxable under Kansas law.

Well, Johnson County Ap-
praiser Paul Welcome is tired of
sending out appraisal notices
that amount to an annual tax of
$2 to $5 on these items.

The cost to process this prop-
erty through the county tax sys-
tem is more than the revenue
received, he said. Welcome is
asking the Legislature to ex-
empt this property from taxa-
tion.

The Senate Assessment and
Taxation Committee agreed.
The panel voted to recommend
Welcome’s bill, SB 444, for pas-
sage by the full Senate.
To reach Jim Sullinger or David
Klepper, call 785-354-1388 or
send e-mail to 
jsullinger@kcstar.com or 
dklepper@kcstar.com.

CAPITOL NOTEBOOK

Rural-urban tension flares 
Housing aid proposal
sparks spirited debate
and a big amendment 
in Kansas Senate. 

By JIM SULLINGER 
and DAVID KLEPPER
The Kansas City Star

THIS ART’S OVER YOUR HEAD

SUSAN PFANNMULLER | SPECIAL TO THE STAR

Inside and out of the rain, Deborah Moreno of Kansas City put her artistic touch on
umbrellas Sunday while working at her caricature booth at Union Station.

They’d heard recent high
school graduates talk about job
opportunities, the chances for
continuing college education,
the promise of a career.
KCP&L employee Krishaun
Smalls, a district graduate, had
asked the group: “If you could
get $20 an hour right now,
would you take it?”

Right about the moment the
students were all nodding and
saying something along the
lines of, “Well, yeah,” Robin-
son dropped his kicker.

Beginning this month, the
school’s engineering curricu-
lum will incorporate KCP&L’s
entrance exam.

Robinson was one of 10 area
teachers who spent part of
their summer earning $20 an
hour to work with businesses
that joined with YouthFriends
and the Ewing Marion Kauff-
man Foundation in a program
called UpLink.

Among other partnerships,
KU Medical Center matched
with Raytown South High
School, and American Century
joined with Oak Park High
School in the North Kansas
City School District.

Next summer, UpLink is
shooting for 50 externships,
said YouthFriend’s Laura Nor-
ris, with businesses large or
small, old or new.

The externship project, Tea-
cherTech, is one of three
prongs in the UpLink initiative
launched with a $5.4 million
Kauffman grant to spur school
and business collaborations
that strengthen the region’s
math, engineering and technol-
ogy culture.

“This isn’t job-shadowing or
make-work,” Norris said. The
businesses that have created
the summer jobs for teachers
“are getting top consultants for
$20 an hour.”

In several cases, businesses
hired teachers to help them im-
prove their efforts to make
more students and teachers
aware of their workforce needs
— enlightening students about
careers and the education they
need.

Teachers see firsthand how
business and industry apply
math and engineering skills

that can seem so esoteric to
students. They inject curricu-
lum with new relevance.

“So much math comes into
play,” Robinson said, recalling
experiences such as practicing
draining tanks in a simulator at
KCP&L.

The continuing relationships
with businesses also lead to
more opportunities for men-
tors in classrooms and stu-
dents in workplaces, said Jack
Bitzenburg, the Kansas City
School District’s director of ca-
reer and technical education.

“They bring algebra alive in
this power plant,” he said.
“Physics and math — it all
comes together.”

For businesses, these are the
kinds of things teachers can
bring to the table:

Raytown South science
teacher Jen Dolson incorpo-
rated spaghetti noodles and
rubber bands into KU Medical
Center’s educational unit on
orthopedics. The odd assort-
ment would help students un-
derstand the strength and elas-
ticity at the stress points of
muscles, tendons and bones.

“For her to come up with that
was great,” said Ile Haggins,
the KU Med director trying to
improve the center’s Mini
Medical School education pro-
gram.

In these and other units, Dol-
son was able to bring ideas for

reaching students that were in
tune with the needs and lim-
ited resources of teachers,
Haggins said.

“It’s really a great marriage,”
she said.

In addition to orthopedics,
Dolson also worked with ex-
perts in brain function, ears
and hearing, diabetes and nu-
trition, and immunology and
vaccination — giving her great-
er insight to the opportunities
ahead of her biology and genet-
ics students.

“I have students all the time
who want to do something in a
medical field, but all they knew
was doctor or nurse,” Dolson
said.

American Century, in spicing
up its financial education pro-
grams for schools, knew it
wanted Oak Park teacher An-
gela Beshears to provide some
“competitive analysis,” said
Scott Oberkrom, an invest-
ments consultant for American
Century.

But Beshears also helped the
company understand the lan-
guage and point of view of to-
day’s teens.

The company’s team was
talking about its message of
long-term investing, Oberkrom
said, and the teacher clarified
their task, noting, “The prom is
long-term for them.”

Breshears, a math and alge-
bra teacher, has refortified her
lesson plans with interest for-
mulas and investment con-
cepts and other real-life uses
for math.

“I was interested in the con-
nections,” she said. “I can tell
them (her students) this is
what’s going on in the real
world.”
To reach Joe Robertson, call
816-234-4789 or send e-mail to
jrobertson@kcstar.com.

UPLINK: Partnerships
add real life to classrooms

“They bring algebra
alive in this power
plant. Physics and math
— it all comes together.”

JACK BITZENBURG, THE KC
SCHOOL DISTRICT’S DIRECTOR

OF CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION

THE DETAILS
� UpLink, a joint effort by
YouthFriends and the
Ewing Marion Kauffman
Foundation, aims to help
schools and businesses
collaborate on
education. To learn
more, go to
www.yf-uplink.org.

FROM B1

“This isn’t job-shad-
owing or make-work.”
The businesses that
have created the sum-
mer jobs for teachers
“are getting top consult-
ants for $20 an hour.”

LAURA NORRIS, OF YOUTH-
FRIENDS, CO-SPONSOR OF THE

UPLINK PROGRAM

home. 
Families of the victims and of

Guerrero were cooperating
with the investigation, Golubski
said. He said Guerrero’s family
told police they had not been
able to contact him since Satur-
day night.

Golubski said the FBI was in-
volved with the nationwide
search for Guerrero on Sunday
evening.

The dead woman’s vehicle, a
silver 2004 Saturn, was found
unoccupied a short distance
away, Golubski said. 

Guerrero is thought to be
driving a silver 2004 Nissan
pickup with Kansas tag 503
AEA. 

The Kansas City, Kan., Major
Case Unit urged anyone with
information to call the TIPS
Hotline at 816-474-TIPS (474-
8477).

Golubski said police thought

the infant’s father was in the
military and that officials were
attempting to contact him Sun-
day.

Neighbors say the woman
worked at a library and had
lived in the home for two years.

Barbara Smith, who lives a
few houses from the crime
scene, said she had seen the vic-
tim walking occasionally but
did not know her.

Smith, who has lived on 10th
Terrace more than 50 years,
said the cul-de-sac was nor-
mally very peaceful, with noth-
ing worse than the occasional
theft of a bicycle or yard orna-
ment.

“This is so shocking,” Smith
said. “This is a fairly crime-free
neighborhood, and I’ve always
prided myself on that.”
The Associated Press contrib-
uted to this report.
To reach Sara Shepherd, call
816-234-4366 or send e-mail to
sshepherd@kcstar.com.

MURDER: Missing
man thought to be 
key to investigation
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Sunday’s winning num-
bers:

Missouri Pick 3 
Midday: 4-1-5
Evening: 8-6-1

Missouri Pick 4
Midday: 1-5-6-6
Evening: 1-7-1-2

Missouri Show Me 5
Midday: 12-16-23-25-29.
No jackpot winner.
Evening: 1-4-19-32-38. No
jackpot winner.

Kansas Pick 3: 9-3-3
Saturday’s winning num-
bers:

Missouri Pick 3
Midday: 3-5-1
Evening: 3-4-8

Missouri Pick 4
Midday: 5-3-2-2
Evening: 5-6-8-5

Missouri Show Me 5
Midday: 17-30-32-38-41
Evening: 23-26-34-40-42

Missouri Lotto: 1-4-9-
10-16-39. No winner of
estimated $2 million
jackpot.

Kansas 2by2: Red, 1-19;
white, 7-12

Kansas Pick 3: 6-5-8
Super Kansas Cash:

3-5-6-18-22, super cash-
ball 1. No winner of esti-
mated $430,000 jackpot.

Kansas Hot Lotto:
14-20-23-32-38, hot ball
12, for an estimated $5
million jackpot.

Powerball: 14-16-25-
26-44, powerball 30. No
winner of estimated
$43.8 million jackpot.
Powerplay 3.

Please confirm numbers
with state lottery officials.

LOTTERIES

ON THE AIR
Steve Kraske, The Kan-
sas City Star’s political
correspondent, is host
of “Up to Date” from 11
a.m. to noon weekdays
on 89.3 FM, KCUR.
Today: Kansas City
Council members Ed
Ford, Beth Gottstein
and Terry Riley discuss
smoking bans, light
rail, infrastructure, city
development and more
in a roundtable con-
versation.

UPCOMING

For delivery questions call: 1-877-962-STAR

Today’s problem
Shirley Miller of Overland

Park wonders about lefts turns
at 123rd Street and Antioch
Road.

Why, she says, do southbound
drivers on Antioch see a “Left
Turn, Yield on Green” sign,
when northbound drivers do
not?

She notes that the northbound
turn arrow isn’t on very long. 

The answer
As President Bush would say,

Shirley, it’s hard, but somebody
has to be the decider. And Over-
land Park has decided it doesn’t
want northbound drivers turn-
ing left on a solid green light.

City Traffic Engineer Brian
Shields says safety is the big rea-

son. To move traffic most effi-
ciently, the city gives south-
bound drivers their green turn
arrow at the end of the green-
light phase, while southbound
traffic continues to flow in the
through lanes. Northbound
drivers, meanwhile, see a left-
turn arrow at the start of the

green light cycle.
The city prohibits left turns

on the solid green after that be-
cause northbound drivers could
mistakenly think, once their
green light turns yellow, that on-
coming traffic will stop. They
would pull into the intersection,
poised for traffic to clear and get
smacked — or get stuck in no-
man’s land on red.

Shields calls this a “left-turn
trap.” (Bush might call it voting
for a Democrat.)

The Watchdog says he’s so
sick of petty politics. That’s why,
this year, he’s voting for the Poo-
dle Party.
Write in care of The Watchdog,
The Kansas City Star, News-
room, 1729 Grand Blvd., Kansas
City, MO 64108. Or send e-mail
to watchdog@kcstar.com. 

Turn arrows can drive you crazy
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TOPEKA | Senators have ap-
proved a bill to help replace
housing lost last year to Mother
Nature, but urban lawmakers
were upset that the aid would
eventually go to all rural coun-
ties.

During the first three years,
the $4 million in annual state
aid could go only to Kiowa
County, where a tornado in
May destroyed Greensburg,
and to counties in southeast
Kansas damaged by summer
flooding. 

Senate Majority Leader De-
rek Schmidt, an Independence
Republican, said helping these
communities replace lost hous-
ing was vital to their future eco-
nomic prosperity.

“We lost a lot of homes in the
winds of western Kansas and
the waters of southeast Kan-
sas,” Schmidt told the Senate.

Schmidt went on to say that
building affordable housing in
small rural communities was a
problem in other parts of the
state as well, which was why
the authors extended the $4
million to all rural counties af-
ter three years.

But Sen. Chris Steineger, a
Democrat from Kansas City,
Kan., argued that the provision
could be used by rural counties
for any purpose and would be
used to finance public works
projects unrelated to housing.

Other urban senators called
the provision another example
of rural welfare financed largely
by taxes from urban areas.

“There is no limit on what
the state will be paying for,”
Steineger said.

Responding to his comment,
Sen. Janis Lee, a Kensington
Democrat, said, “Senator Stei-
neger has a vivid imagination.”

Steineger offered an amend-
ment that would end the pro-

gram in 2015. Although it drew
strong opposition from rural
lawmakers, his amendment was
adopted 19-15.

Despite the controversy, the
bill passed 35-5. It now moves to
the House for consideration.

Coal debate heats up
Typically, Gov. Kathleen Se-

belius declines to weigh in on
legislation until it reaches her
desk. But her reaction last week
to a bill aimed at expanding a
western Kansas coal plant
came as close to a veto promise
as any she’s made.

Sebelius wasn’t coy when she
said the bill, which supporters
call a compromise, would be a
step backward for Kansas. The
parts of the bill meant to en-
courage a reduction in green-
house gas emissions, she said,
are so weak compared to other
states that it could lead to re-
jected plants elsewhere coming
to Kansas. That could make
Kansas the “coal capitol” of the
country, she said.

In a statement, Sebelius said
the “very troubling compo-
nents of this bill (would) put
Kansans at risk, and would put
our state at odds with the rest
of the country… I cannot sup-
port these components.”

The governor’s strong oppo-
sition signals the coal plant
fight may just be getting
started. Sunflower Electric
Power Corp. had asked the state
for permission to expand its
Holcomb plant, but the state’s
top regulator, appointed by Se-
belius, rejected the plans be-
cause of the project’s estimated
emissions of 11 million tons of
carbon dioxide.

Lawmakers vowed to get the
plant built anyway, and intro-
duced legislation last week to
take away the discretion the
regulator used, give Sunflower
another chance and put restric-
tions on carbon emissions.
Those restrictions, however,
were immediately criticized by
environmental groups, and lat-
er by Sebelius, as being so weak
they’d actually encourage more

coal plants.
Now, faced with strong oppo-

sition from Sebelius, lawmakers
who support Sunflower will
likely count noses in the Legis-
lature to see whether they have
the necessary two-thirds major-
ity needed to override a veto.

That’s bound to put pressure
on two groups. Many Demo-
crats support the Sunflower
bill, but will be torn by their al-
legiance to Sebelius. And John-
son County lawmakers ac-
knowledge that the bill puts
them in a difficult spot.

Rep. Ronnie Metsker, an
Overland Park Republican, said
he’s heard from many constitu-
ents who oppose the plant. But
he understands the concerns of
the business lobby, too, which
supports the plant. Like other
Republicans, Metsker is going
to get pressure from his party
leadership to support the bill to
allow the plant.

“We’re really going to have to
do our research on this one,” he
said.

Welcome tax break
Own a boat, moped, canoe,

kayak, all-terrain vehicle or golf
cart purchased for less than
$1,500?

That’s personal property and
taxable under Kansas law.

Well, Johnson County Ap-
praiser Paul Welcome is tired of
sending out appraisal notices
that amount to an annual tax of
$2 to $5 on these items.

The cost to process this prop-
erty through the county tax sys-
tem is more than the revenue
received, he said. Welcome is
asking the Legislature to ex-
empt this property from taxa-
tion.

The Senate Assessment and
Taxation Committee agreed.
The panel voted to recommend
Welcome’s bill, SB 444, for pas-
sage by the full Senate.
To reach Jim Sullinger or David
Klepper, call 785-354-1388 or
send e-mail to 
jsullinger@kcstar.com or 
dklepper@kcstar.com.
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Rural-urban tension flares 
Housing aid proposal
sparks spirited debate
and a big amendment 
in Kansas Senate. 

By JIM SULLINGER 
and DAVID KLEPPER
The Kansas City Star

THIS ART’S OVER YOUR HEAD
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Inside and out of the rain, Deborah Moreno of Kansas City put her artistic touch on
umbrellas Sunday while working at her caricature booth at Union Station.

They’d heard recent high
school graduates talk about job
opportunities, the chances for
continuing college education,
the promise of a career.
KCP&L employee Krishaun
Smalls, a district graduate, had
asked the group: “If you could
get $20 an hour right now,
would you take it?”

Right about the moment the
students were all nodding and
saying something along the
lines of, “Well, yeah,” Robin-
son dropped his kicker.

Beginning this month, the
school’s engineering curricu-
lum will incorporate KCP&L’s
entrance exam.

Robinson was one of 10 area
teachers who spent part of
their summer earning $20 an
hour to work with businesses
that joined with YouthFriends
and the Ewing Marion Kauff-
man Foundation in a program
called UpLink.

Among other partnerships,
KU Medical Center matched
with Raytown South High
School, and American Century
joined with Oak Park High
School in the North Kansas
City School District.

Next summer, UpLink is
shooting for 50 externships,
said YouthFriend’s Laura Nor-
ris, with businesses large or
small, old or new.

The externship project, Tea-
cherTech, is one of three
prongs in the UpLink initiative
launched with a $5.4 million
Kauffman grant to spur school
and business collaborations
that strengthen the region’s
math, engineering and technol-
ogy culture.

“This isn’t job-shadowing or
make-work,” Norris said. The
businesses that have created
the summer jobs for teachers
“are getting top consultants for
$20 an hour.”

In several cases, businesses
hired teachers to help them im-
prove their efforts to make
more students and teachers
aware of their workforce needs
— enlightening students about
careers and the education they
need.

Teachers see firsthand how
business and industry apply
math and engineering skills

that can seem so esoteric to
students. They inject curricu-
lum with new relevance.

“So much math comes into
play,” Robinson said, recalling
experiences such as practicing
draining tanks in a simulator at
KCP&L.

The continuing relationships
with businesses also lead to
more opportunities for men-
tors in classrooms and stu-
dents in workplaces, said Jack
Bitzenburg, the Kansas City
School District’s director of ca-
reer and technical education.

“They bring algebra alive in
this power plant,” he said.
“Physics and math — it all
comes together.”

For businesses, these are the
kinds of things teachers can
bring to the table:

Raytown South science
teacher Jen Dolson incorpo-
rated spaghetti noodles and
rubber bands into KU Medical
Center’s educational unit on
orthopedics. The odd assort-
ment would help students un-
derstand the strength and elas-
ticity at the stress points of
muscles, tendons and bones.

“For her to come up with that
was great,” said Ile Haggins,
the KU Med director trying to
improve the center’s Mini
Medical School education pro-
gram.

In these and other units, Dol-
son was able to bring ideas for

reaching students that were in
tune with the needs and lim-
ited resources of teachers,
Haggins said.

“It’s really a great marriage,”
she said.

In addition to orthopedics,
Dolson also worked with ex-
perts in brain function, ears
and hearing, diabetes and nu-
trition, and immunology and
vaccination — giving her great-
er insight to the opportunities
ahead of her biology and genet-
ics students.

“I have students all the time
who want to do something in a
medical field, but all they knew
was doctor or nurse,” Dolson
said.

American Century, in spicing
up its financial education pro-
grams for schools, knew it
wanted Oak Park teacher An-
gela Beshears to provide some
“competitive analysis,” said
Scott Oberkrom, an invest-
ments consultant for American
Century.

But Beshears also helped the
company understand the lan-
guage and point of view of to-
day’s teens.

The company’s team was
talking about its message of
long-term investing, Oberkrom
said, and the teacher clarified
their task, noting, “The prom is
long-term for them.”

Breshears, a math and alge-
bra teacher, has refortified her
lesson plans with interest for-
mulas and investment con-
cepts and other real-life uses
for math.

“I was interested in the con-
nections,” she said. “I can tell
them (her students) this is
what’s going on in the real
world.”
To reach Joe Robertson, call
816-234-4789 or send e-mail to
jrobertson@kcstar.com.

UPLINK: Partnerships
add real life to classrooms

“They bring algebra
alive in this power
plant. Physics and math
— it all comes together.”

JACK BITZENBURG, THE KC
SCHOOL DISTRICT’S DIRECTOR

OF CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION

THE DETAILS
� UpLink, a joint effort by
YouthFriends and the
Ewing Marion Kauffman
Foundation, aims to help
schools and businesses
collaborate on
education. To learn
more, go to
www.yf-uplink.org.

FROM B1

“This isn’t job-shad-
owing or make-work.”
The businesses that
have created the sum-
mer jobs for teachers
“are getting top consult-
ants for $20 an hour.”

LAURA NORRIS, OF YOUTH-
FRIENDS, CO-SPONSOR OF THE

UPLINK PROGRAM

home. 
Families of the victims and of

Guerrero were cooperating
with the investigation, Golubski
said. He said Guerrero’s family
told police they had not been
able to contact him since Satur-
day night.

Golubski said the FBI was in-
volved with the nationwide
search for Guerrero on Sunday
evening.

The dead woman’s vehicle, a
silver 2004 Saturn, was found
unoccupied a short distance
away, Golubski said. 

Guerrero is thought to be
driving a silver 2004 Nissan
pickup with Kansas tag 503
AEA. 

The Kansas City, Kan., Major
Case Unit urged anyone with
information to call the TIPS
Hotline at 816-474-TIPS (474-
8477).

Golubski said police thought

the infant’s father was in the
military and that officials were
attempting to contact him Sun-
day.

Neighbors say the woman
worked at a library and had
lived in the home for two years.

Barbara Smith, who lives a
few houses from the crime
scene, said she had seen the vic-
tim walking occasionally but
did not know her.

Smith, who has lived on 10th
Terrace more than 50 years,
said the cul-de-sac was nor-
mally very peaceful, with noth-
ing worse than the occasional
theft of a bicycle or yard orna-
ment.

“This is so shocking,” Smith
said. “This is a fairly crime-free
neighborhood, and I’ve always
prided myself on that.”
The Associated Press contrib-
uted to this report.
To reach Sara Shepherd, call
816-234-4366 or send e-mail to
sshepherd@kcstar.com.

MURDER: Missing
man thought to be 
key to investigation
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