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January is YouthFriends Month and National Mentoring Month


January is both YouthFriends Month and National Mentoring Month–when current mentors are thanked and recognized for their efforts and more caring adults are encouraged to become YouthFriends volunteers. 
YouthFriends volunteers spend as little as one hour a week with students at a school of their choice near their home or work doing things like tutoring, reading or just talking over lunch. What they all have in common is a desire to help kids succeed.

YouthFriends, which celebrates its 14th anniversary this month, has become a national leader in the school-based mentoring movement. It began in 1995 in six Greater Kansas City school districts with 613 volunteers. Today, YouthFriends provides technical assistance to about 70 school districts in Greater Kansas City and the states of Kansas and Missouri. These districts have placed nearly 40,000 screened and trained mentors who have touched the lives of over 260,000 students.

“In today’s economy, now, more than ever, the business community is looking for new and innovative ways to support education.” says Lisa Adkins, president of YouthFriends.  “Our school districts hope to increase significantly the number of YouthFriends volunteers because they know mentoring works.”
Biennial evaluations continue to demonstrate that YouthFriends is making a difference – for school districts, volunteers and, most importantly, for students. Participating students matched with YouthFriends volunteers consistently show improved attitudes toward themselves and their schools and do better in class. Teachers and principals also say YouthFriends makes a difference for students. Nearly 96 per cent feel YouthFriends is of value to their students and the same number would encourage others to become YouthFriends. 


Those interested in volunteering as a school-based mentor in one of the nearly 40 school districts located throughout Greater Kansas City may find out more information and download an application from the YouthFriends web site at www.youthfriends.org or call 816.842.7082.
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